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Hospital aims for
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By SCOTT BRODEN
Daily News Journal

MURFREESBORO — The
biggest hospital in Rutherford
County is about to get bigger at
anew address.

A $278 million project to
build a new 286-bed campus
for Middle Tennessee Medical
Center, operated by Nashville’s
Saint Thomas Health Services,
won state approval on
Wednesday. The project is due
to be finished by 2010.

It will go up near North
Thompson Lane.

The  600,000-square-foot
modern campus will have 70
more beds than the 216 in use at
the hospital’s current location
on North Highland Avenue
near downtown. MTMC
already is licensed for 286 beds
but doesn’t have room for them
at its existing building.

“T think it will benefit the
community,” said Michele

Dledsed ta cllessec realitl
Services ' and Development
Agency, which regulates the
state’s health-care industry,
approved a certificate of need,
allowing construction to go
forward.

“We think our patients and
their families and their visitors
deserve better at this point in
time,” said Dr. Rick Michael-
son, chief of staff at MTMC.
The facility dates to 1927, when
it opened as Rutherford Hospi-
tal.

The new location will be
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NEW HOSPITAL
SITE APPROVED

A new $278 million hospital has
been approved to replace the
existing Middle Tennessee
Medical Center.

Existing
Middle

| Tennessee
Medical
Center
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for summer of 2008. The an-
chor tenants are United Surgi-
cal Parmers Inc. and Ten-
nesses Orthopedic Alliance.
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Real Estate, developer and
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Healthcare Real Estate. “We are
pleased 10 be working on this
first picce of the Middle Ten-
nessee Medical Center campus
with such a great team.”
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Gordon Ferguson, president and CEO of Middle Ten-
speaks

nessee Medical Center, at Monday's ground-

breaking ceremony.



