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Parents Elizabeth Spence and Nathan White watch their son, Nathan
White Jr, at MTMC Saturday. Nathan White Jr. was the first baby
born at MTMC in 2011.

Nathan Jr. rings in
new year at MTMC

FlI'St Baby Of : 2?113"?;11 :22 am. New Year’s Day,

s »  “He had almost had 4ll 1's if he

20 1 ]- 1S gor geous had been born 11 minutes earlier;”

; said Kim Spence, Nathan's proud

BY SCOTT BRODEN grandmother. “He’s gorgeous. We
SBRODEN@DNJCOM will love him dearly”

. New mom Elizabeth “Lizzy”

Nathan White Jr. came close to Spence went through 12 hours and

being a baby with eight 1’s in his -

time and date of birth when he was Sgg BABY, PAGE A3



22 minutes of labor be-
fore giving birth to the
first born in 2011 at Mid-
dle Tennessee Medical
Center. .

MTMC expected two
more babies to be born
at the Murfreesboro hos-
pital before the holiday
was over, said Sherry Ke-

mock, the ebstetrlcs‘

chzrge nurse overseeing

the care for the mothers.
The hospital provided
a large gift basket that

included religious cross-
es for the first baby’s
family, Kemock said.

. “It’s a good. way to

bring in the new year”

said Kemock, who’s
worked two of her 20
years in nursing at
MTMC. “This is a very
spiritual hospital. I love
this hospital”” '

The nurse has her
own personal story of a
New Year’s baby. .

“My grandson (Ryan

Ross) was a Millennium
baby,” Kemock said. “He
was born on Jan. 1, 2000,
in Tampa, Fla. He was a
special baby, and I've
been so busy I haven't
had time to call him”
‘She’d been busy with
Lizzy Spence, and a son
named after his father,
Nathan White Sr.

Nathan White Jr. was born Saturday at MTMC. His

“I was going to use my
uncle’s (Jeffery Kent
Flowerdew) name” said
the 16-year-old mother
who resides with her
parents in Smyrna. “He
passed away”

" Nathan Jr's father,

~ though, wanted to con-
tinue_the legacy of his

name, and Lizzy accept-
ed the request.
“We’ve been engaged

since last Christmas,” ;he ;

new mother said.
Nathan Sr. lives ‘in

Murfreesboro and

‘working on completmg 2
high school diploma on-
line while working at

Kmart.

Lizzy attends Hol-
loway High School in
Murfreesboro.

“She graduates in May
a year early” her mother
said. “And she’s president
of Beta Club this year”

Beta Club recognizes
and promotes academic
achievement, leadership
and service to others, ac-
cording to the national
organization’s website.

Kim Spence added
that her daughter will go
onto to college and re-
side at her parents’
home until she’s at least
18. .

“She wants to be a

lawyer,” the mother said.

“She’ll start out as a
paralegal. She’s smart.
She will have no. prob-
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parents are Nathan White and Elizabeth Spence.

lem doing it”
. As for Nathan Jr’s fu-
ture, he’ll be “whatever
he wants to be,” the new
mother said. Her father,
James Spence, agreed.

_ “As long as he’s happy,”
the grandfather said.

Tl'us family is very well
blessed”

Other family mem-

_bers gathered Saturday

afternoon to celebrate

the birth of Nathan Jr.

‘They included his un- :

cle and aunt, Jeremiah

and Amber Keisling, and

their 8-year-old daugh-
ter, Skyla; and aunt Emi-

 ly Spence, who along

with Amber is one of
Lizzy’s sisters. The other

‘sister is aunt Jamie

Spence.
Nathan Sr., whose par-

ents are deceased, noted

that his Murfreesboro
grandparents, Linda and
Bill Newcomb, are also
important extended

family for their new

great-grandson.

When it comes to the
young mother’s side of
the family, Nathan Jr
represents the first male
born in 40 years, Lizzy's
mother said. -

“I'had daughters,” Kim

Spence added. “My sister
had daughters. My first
daughter had a daughter.
My late brother had 2
daughter”

Initially, her grandson
had been given a due
date on Jan. 18 before
the doctor moved it up

by 10 days.

“Little man just decid-
ed to come on the first)
the grandmother said.

— Seott Broden, 615-278-5158
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