Tune in to Twitter surgery

BY SAMANTHA E. WILLIAMS

SEWILLIAMS@DN].COM updates of a hysterectomy surgery as it

happens at the new MTMC at around 11
am.

Dr. Brad Chesney, an OB/GYN and ro-
bot-certified physician at MTMC, will be
performing the procedure with the

daVinci Surgical System. Karen Alwell,
Cht_esney's patient and a Murfreesboro
resident, is the first patient chosen to

Social media will mix with medical fact have her surgery posted on Twi
on Twitter.

today as Middle Tennessee Medical Cen-

ter will use Twitter to post photos and SEE TWITTER, PAGE 83
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“I know that social
media is a great way to
reach out to the com-
munity,” Chesney said.
“(The patient) has a
great, optimistic atti-
tude, and she’s as excit-
ed about the technolo-

"gyasIam”

Alwell is a breast
cancer survivor who
elected to have the ro-
botic total hysterecto-
my due to the reduc-
tion of probability that
her cancer will reoccur,
or become ovarian can-
cer.

“I'm very confident
about the surgery,” Al-
well said. “I know I am
in good hands with Dr.
Chesney and feel very
blessed to have him as

] BUSINESS

my physician. I know
this surgery is for me
and I'm very excited.”
Robyn Reese, with
MTMC’s Public Rela-
tions department, will
be in charge of tweet-
ing the surgery, begin-
ning with pre-opera-
tion prep. Angie Boyd
Chambers, who heads

.the public relations of-

fice, will also be in-
volved in the tweets, to
allow a variety of view-
points.

“We will be shooting
photos, from when
Karen arrives and we
take her back and
throughout the sur-
gery,” Reese said. “All of
the tweets will be pic-
ture posts.”

The surgery will be
conducted with the
daVinci Surgical Sys-
tem, which is operated
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by a surgeon sitting a
few feet away from the
patient at a console. Us-
ing a high-powered
camera, the surgeon
guides the arms of the
robot that holds surgi-
cal tools which are in-
serted into the patient
through small, key-

hole-sized incisions.
The daVinci’s highly

accurate instruments

allow the surgeon to

.move his own hands —

and the robot's — to
conduct precise move-
ments with extraordi-
nary control and range
of motion. The daVin-
ci's video monitoring
system provides a
three-dimensional
view of the surgery
with magnification 10
times that of the naked
eye. T
“If the thought is to
show the technology
that MTMC has avail-
able, who knows how
many times we will do
this,” Chesney said. “We
have a lot of new tech-
nology here in
Murfreesboro.”
— Samantha E. Williams,
| 615-278-5155



